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Whether it will as steadily result in the
increase of mutual sympathy and under-
standing, in the breaking down of those
barriers that divide countries, as opposed to
the lines of demarcation that merely dis-
tinguish them, is less certain. But there is
some danger of underrating what has been
achieved in that respect since the war.
International travel has enormously increased.
Foreign languages are taught in the schools
of all countries on a far larger scale than since
1914. As a consequence the books and
newspapers of one country are read in-
creasingly in others, both in translations (in
the case of books) and in the original.
It by no means invariably follows that the
more we learn of another country the better
we like it* Germany and Poland are no
better friends for their contiguity. But no
good ever comes of misunderstandings, and
the dissipation of misunderstanding due to
ignorance is always beneficial. We see other
people who think differently and act
differently from ourselves (and therefore less
wisely and less laudably) and we instinctively
react against them. Tiiat is the first impulse.
Fuller knowledge brings fuller comprehension
of the springs and motives of their actions,
and in consequence a larger tolerance, even